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SUBJECT:SOUTH AFRICAN PRIME MINISTER'S COMMENT ON NUCLEAR 
CAPABILITY 

1 . IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION WITH SOUTH AFRICAN AMBASSADOR 
BOTHA CONCERNING SAG REQUEST FOR REVISION OF NUCLEAR AGREE- 
MENT FOR COOPERATION (BEING REPORTED SEPTEL), AF ASST. SEC. 
SCHAUFELE NOTED THAT A REVISION 'OULD BE SUBJECT TO CON- 
GRESSIONAL SCRUTINY. HE INDICATED THAT PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER'S STATEMENT ON SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR CAPABILITY 
(MAY 17 EDITION OF NEWSWEEK) WOULD NOT MAKE TASK OF OBTAIN- 
ING CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL ANY EASIER. 
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2. TEXT OF NEWSWEEK SENIOR EDITOR DE BORCHGRAVE'S QUESTION 
AND PM'S ANSWER AS NEWSWEEK CARRIED THEM IS AS FOLLOWS: 
QUOTE: Q. DO SOUTH AFRI-A'S DEFENSES INCLUDE A NUCLEAR 
CAPABILITY? A. WE ARE ONLY IHTERESTED IN THE PEACEFUL 
APPLICATIONS OF NUCLEAR POWER. BUT WE CAN ENRICH URANIUM. 
AND WE HAVE THE CAPABILITY. AND WE DID NOT SIGN THE 
NUCLEAR-NONPROLIFERATION TREATY. UNQUOTE. 

3. AMBASSADOR BOTHA HAS NOW INFORMED DEPARTMENT. ON BASIS 
OF QUERY HE SENT TO HIS GOVERNMENT, THAT: QUOTE: WHILE THE 
NEWSWEEK TEXT OF THE INTERVIEW SHOWS THE PRIME MINISTER S 

REFERENCE TO THE NPT AS PART OF AN ANSWER TO THE SAME 
QUESTION, IT DID NOT OCCUR SO IN THE ACTUAL INTERVIEW. 

THE STATEMENT "WE DID NOT SIGN THE NONPROLIFERATION 
TREATY" WAS IN RESPONSE TO A SEPARATE FOLLOW-UP QUES- 
TION. UNQUOTE. 

4. ALTHOUGH THE PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT ABOUT SOUTH 
AFRICA'S NUCLEAR CAPABILITY REMAINS NOTEWORTHY, THIS 
"CLARIFICATION" OF HIS COMMENT AOOUT SOUTH AFRICAN 
NON-MEMBERSHIP IN THE NPT WOULD GIVE IT A CONSIDERABLY 
LESS OMINOUS RING. KISSINGER 
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